WESTLAKE ACADEMY LANGUAGE POLICY
Westlake Academy Vision
Westlake Academy inspires college bound students to achieve their highest individual potential in a
nurturing environment that fosters the traits found in the IB Learner Profile:
Inquirers, Knowledgeable, Thinkers, Communicators, Principled, Open-minded, Caring, Risk-takers,
Balanced, and Reflective

Westlake Academy Mission
Westlake Academy is an IB World School whose mission is to provide students with an internationally
minded education of the highest quality so they are well-balanced and respectful life-long learners.

Westlake Academy Values
Maximizing Personal Development
Academic Excellence
Respect for Self and Others
Personal Responsibility
Compassion and Understanding

Statement of Philosophy
All teaching and learning is driven by the idea that through language instruction, we are encouraging
intercultural awareness and new perspectives, a culture of curiosity, as well as an appreciation of the
richness of our world’s diversity. We strongly believe that through this exploration of language, students
develop as deeper, independent thinkers; as responsible, understanding citizens of the world; and as better
communicators in our multilingual world.
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The teaching and learning of language at Westlake Academy is based on the belief that language is a
means to express, convey, explore, reinforce, and expand the learner's self-discovery, ideas, perspectives,
culture, and to understand those of others. Students learn language, learn through language, and learn
about language.
Westlake Academy instills the attributes of the IB Learner Profile in all students, teachers, and parents as
we strive to be:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Inquirers
Knowledgeable
Thinkers
Communicators
Principled
Open-Minded
Caring
Risk-takers
Balanced

Students develop understanding of the Learner Profile attributes through a range of learning experiences
related to the IB philosophy, including the Approaches to Learning.
All students experience an enriched language program in which English is the primary language of
instruction and Spanish and French is taught as additional language. At Westlake Academy, we consider
Math, Visual Arts, Music, and Information and Communication Technologies as other valuable languages
to which all students are working toward in order to understand the world.
Purpose of the Language Policy
This document has the purpose of making explicit the language philosophy of Westlake Academy, a
multicultural school offering an international education to children from K through Grade 12. It outlines
the school’s linguistic and academic goals and defines how its students will attain them.
This document will also compile and inform teachers about teaching and learning practices regarding the
language curriculum and will communicate and involve families in the process of shaping international,
life-long learners.

Language Values
Language is a means for constructing the learnerʼs social life.
Language is a social construction in itself, for it is a means and example of social interactions. Children
develop language and language proficiency through their social interactions. It can be developed and used
to promote social justice and an opportunity for changing the social mobility of the individuals involved
in the linguistic interaction.
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Language is knowledge in itself and the means to construct knowledge.
Children develop language as they develop thought, and they develop thought as they develop language.
Language is thought, and it offers scaffolding for more complex thoughts. It is an evidence of lots thought
and a tool for thought.
Language promotes creation and is a means to express knowledge.
As well as communicating meaning, it can be used “to make things.” Literature, Mathematics, Music, etc.
are examples of its ability to create.
Language is a system that is acquired and learned through generalizations and correction of errors
in a natural and taught way.
Language is a system with rules and conventions that may be transferredbetween systems. Those
conventions are built through generalizations and the communicator’s need to be understood by the
audience. Inconsistent correction of mistakes may cause fossilization of errors, misconceptions, and
ineffective communication.
By using the work of Dr. John Hattie, Visible Learning will serve to provide evidence of the learner’s
thought development. We will commit to facilitate opportunities for all our students to learn and acquire
language by exposing them to different varieties of language, audiences, literature, symbols, and forms of
language.
Language Acquisition (Language B)
Spanish and French are the additional languages taught at Westlake Academy. Learning an additional
language helps students understand other cultures and become more international in their outlook.
Starting in First, students receive instruction in an interactive approach to Spanish. In Grade 7, students
may choose French as their Language B course. Emphasis on grammatical structures, verbal and writing
skills, and vocabulary will help students develop the tools they need to become effective communicators.
International understanding, cultural awareness, and historical knowledge are enhanced through cultural
readings and study of the daily life and behavior of people in Spanish and French speaking countries and
throughout the world.
Placement
DP
At the end of Grade 10, students are required to choose either IB Spanish or French SL or Spanish or
French Ab initio. The choices will be dependent on their phase level in Grade 10 and prior exposure to the
language, as determined by the Language B teachers. For example, if a student is in phase 4 of Spanish at
the end of Grade 10, they have the option of taking an alternative language at ab initio level in the DP, as
illustrated below:
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MYP

DP

Phase 1

Ab initio

Phase 2

Ab initio (Rare occurrence, depending on student
need)
Language B SL

Phase 3

Language B SL

Phase 4

Language B HL/SL OR can move to Ab initio in a
third language

Phase 5

Language B HL/SL

Phase 6

Ability depending on bilingual needs of advanced
learners

MYP
Teaching and learning in language acquisition is organised into six phases. The phases do not correspond
to any particular age or grade level. At the end of Grade 6 students are given a choice to select a second
language. Students are required to take the AAPPL (The ACTFL assessment of performance towards
proficiency in languages) placement test at the end of the second semester of Grade 6 to determine
placement in a phase for Spanish or French in Grade 7. The AAPPL test is also administered to students
in Grades 6-9 in the second semester. In addition to teacher recommendations and formative classroom
assessments, the AAPPL is used to determine phase placement in Grades 6-10.
Language for Learning: Best Practices
Essential Agreements
Common:
1. Our teaching will try to emulate the natural acquisition (communicative) of language, but we will also
provide a framework for learning skills and tools.
2. We will strive to create an environment where authentic learning experiences are emphasized and a
culture of curiosity is nurtured.
3. We will always make students active learners, fostering inquiry and promoting real life applications
using language as the means to inquiry and intellectual development.
4. We will ensure that with teacher guidance, explorations chosen by the learners are those that generate a
sufficient amount of interest and uncertainty to provoke creative thinking and problem solving and are
open to different avenues of exploration.
5. We will foster a holistic approach to learning making transdisciplinary and interdisciplinary
connections.
6. We will cater to local educational requirements without compromising or disregarding the development
of a truly international curriculum.
7. We will support the learnersʼ actual development and will act as facilitators who guide them to reach
their potential.
8. We will also differentiate when assessing the learnersʼ work to provide meaningful tasks and
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assessment for all students considering all levels and abilities.
9. We will provide opportunities to construct knowledge through exposing the students to different
purposes and audiences, as well as through the exploration of various genres.
10. We will consistently apply formal instruction on language use that is progressively sophisticated.
11. We will develop and expand our studentsʼ ability to express, represent, and understand thoughts,
feelings, and experiences of self and others.
Writing Across the Curriculum
Essential Agreements
Common:
1. We will foster the studentsʼ intrinsic motivation and natural desire to communicate through writing by
giving real purpose to their writing, by helping them be aware of the different audiences for their writing,
and by facilitating the studentsʼ exposure to varied, challenging, and meaningful writing opportunities.
2. We will establish clear expectations (style, audience, purpose, presentation) at the start of assignments
through the usage of teacher/student made rubrics or other assessment tools according to grade levels.
3. We will ensure the development of this skill through constructive, critical feedback from peers,
teachers, and parents.
4. We will provide consistency through the promotion of “process writing” throughout the three programs
in order to encourage a natural acquisition of this process as part of the student’s writing tools.
5. We will communicate clear evidence that studentsʼ writing is highly valued and read through a range of
strategies such as displaying their work on walls and notice-boards, having peer writing conferences
where they can share their writing, and sending samples and different types of feedback home.
6. We will encourage parental interest in student writing through various ways such as home/school
journal or letters, sharing portfolio pieces during student-led conferences, showcasing samples according
to age groups through teacher websites to help parents have realistic and accurate expectations, presenting
to parents positive ways to respond to their childʼs writing.
7. We will introduce handwriting to learners by using tactile methods that will encourage fine motor
development as well as correct muscular development to ensure correct pencil grip, appropriate hand
movements. Handwriting is viewed as an important mode of communication throughout the school,
especially as DP students prepare for handwritten examinations.
8. We will encourage the usage and exploration of language synthesis as the students choose, develop,
and present their PYP Exhibitions, MYP Personal Projects, and DP Extended Essays. In this context,
language (writing, reading, oral presentations, music, etc) may be a means used to explore the chosen
topic or the final outcome itself.
9. In the PYP and MYP, we will encourage students to create their own works of literature in several
genres (poetry, prose, etc.)
10. We will educate the students on how to compile an appropriate MLA bibliography.
11. We will require students to cross-reference their sources with correct MLA citation.
PYP:
12. We will encourage and ensure that writers develop a sense of purpose and audience.
13. We will encourage students to develop a reading-writing connection by incorporating structures and
literary devices from their literature texts into their own writing.
14. We will provide opportunities for writing a variety of genres.
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15. We will encourage and provide opportunities for students to share, display, and publish their work.
16. We will provide opportunities for students to understand and use technical language specific to
different subject areas.
17. We will provide systematic development of vocabulary, spelling, and conventions.
MYP and DP:
18. We will provide students with instructions on ways to construct their formal writing through a process
that incorporates prior learning and organization strategies.
19. We will build upon studentsʼ prior knowledge and understanding of different strategies when
planning, organizing, and writing extended structured pieces of work (outlines, sequencing, etc).
20. We will introduce the concept of the Design Cycle.
21. We will provide opportunities for students to reflect upon and evaluate their work in writing.
22. We will provide opportunities for students to write about their methods used in problem-solving
(mathematics and science).
Reading Across the Curriculum
Essential Agreement
Common:
1. We believe that active participation of students, staff, parents, and our community members at large is
essential to promote increased literacy skills. Reading is a priority and students are expected to read daily,
in and out of school.
2. We believe in the importance of literature as a way of understanding oneʼs self and others.
3. We will encourage the development of linguistic competences through reading, paying special
attention to grammar, syntax, speech patterns, and dialects.
4. We are committed to a balanced literacy program, including shared, guided, interactive, and
independent reading.
PYP:
5. We will promote reading for understanding, moving from phonemic awareness to context reading.
6.. We believe that exposing the students to good quality international literature will encourage
international awareness and the development of a rich appreciation of this area of language.
7. We believe that having resources at student reading levels, as well as extensive classroom libraries,
enhances student-driven research skills and language development.
8. We will read aloud to strengthen reading skills: listening comprehension, fluency, critical thinking and
class discussions.
9. We believe reading aloud should be consistently encouraged, for it strengthens oral reading skills such
as listening comprehension skills, fosters the studentʼs self esteem, promotes critical thinking and
discussions, and allows a time for modeling oral reading to students.
10. We will promote deep explorations of the meaning of stories told through literature.
11. We will provide opportunities to explore language and words to heighten awareness of the beauty of
language.
12. We will explore the different purposes for reading and situations where we read.
13. We will promote additional reading opportunities across the school, by incorporating them into daily
schedules and all areas of the curriculum including special classes.

6

MYP/ DP:
14. We will expose students to all forms of prose (journals, novels, short stories, memoirs, etc.) and to
many poetic forms.
15. We will incorporate the study of dramatic elements through plays and media.
16. We will instruct students in literary analysis, close reading, and textual annotation to improve
comprehension.
17. We will incorporate translated pieces of literature at every grade level.
18. We will provide students with opportunities to interpret and extract mathematical, scientific, and
technological information from written sources. These should include graphical representation of data,
raw data, statistical analysis and primary documents.
Oral Language Across the Curriculum
Essential Agreement
Common:
1. We will promote oral language development through exposing our students to oral presentations and
speeches.
2. We will provide opportunities for discussion to develop listening and speaking skills.
3. We will provide opportunities for small and large group discussion regularly fostering student talking
time, listening skills, and discursive and metacognitive development. We will do so by giving time for the
students to engage in oral discussion regarding the Learner Profile.
4.We will encourage the exploration of language as a means of deepening and broadening the students'
perspectives and points of view throughout the grades and during the PYP Exhibition, MYP Personal
Project, and DP Extended Essay.
5. We will model correct grammar in conversation and promote student use and exploration of a wide
vocabulary. This includes speaking and writing in complete sentences.
6. We will require all PYP and MYP students to lead a student/parent/teacher conference twice a year.
Students will discuss their strengths and weaknesses and strategies for improvement.
PYP:
6. We will promote student use and exploration of a wide vocabulary.
7.We will convey the importance of body language, gestures, and facial expressions as aids to
communicate.
8. We will expose students to conventions of oral language and will teach oral skills that aid students to
respond appropriately in a range of contexts and to different audiences.
9. We will have assemblies once a month organized by grade level or combination of grade levels.
Through the assemblies, students will be provided opportunities to experience and develop good
communication skills and confidence.
10. We will encourage the exploration of language as another means towards deepening and broadening
the students' perspectives and points of view during the PYP Exhibition. They will be encouraged to
display their knowledge and ability to communicate through oral presentations and displays during the
preliminary stages and the PYP exhibition itself.
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MYP/DP:
11. We will encourage students to share ideas orally in group discussions and activities during tutorial
sessions.
12. We will encourage a greater understanding and awareness of oral proficiency in Languages A & B.
13. We will require students to have a formal conversation with their teacher in Spanish or French within
an allotted time requirement.
14. We will require all DP students to participate in interactive oral presentations in groups as well as
both formal and informal individual oral assessments of varying time lengths.
International Awareness Through Language Across the Curriculum
Essential Agreement
Common:
1. We will promote cultural curiosity through encouraging students to seek different points of view
through conversation and literature.
2. We believe that inquiry is the appropriate vehicle for student learning.
3. We will foster international mindedness by exposing students to quality fiction and nonfiction
resources from or about other cultures and fostering the IB Learner Profile as well as through discussion
of culture and context in literature, film, and other media.
4. We will encourage students to embrace their cultural and linguistic heritage by modeling and providing
a non-threatening environment of respect and open-mindedness.
5. We will provide opportunities for students to be exposed to additional languages (including mothertongue) in non-threatening ways; e.g. recording and donating books to the library, reading that language
for native speakers in the area, etc.
6. English Language Learners: Students who have a primary language other than English are identified
during registration through a home language survey. When a parent indicates a home language other than
English on this survey, the student is administered the Texas English Language Proficiency Assessment
System (TELPAS) which determines proficiency in the English language and need for additional services.
7. We will attach importance to language learning through the encouragement of the development of each
studentʼs mother tongue and the acquisition of Spanish, French, and English.
8. We will encourage students and families to maintain and enhance their native language by continuing
to speak, read, and write their language in their home. We also welcome opportunities for students and
their families to share their native language and unique cultural experiences with all students.
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