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49 Classes, 7,000 Graduates, One Family

By Ryan Doran ‘15 and Liam Glass ‘15

It was a warm and beautiful Sunday morning filled with tears,
smiles, and the final goodbye from the Class of 2014. This class
will be remembered for their performance in the classroom, on
the field, and on the stage, as they made significant impacts in
each. The Class of 2014 earned $17.7 million dollars in scholarship money, a sum of which broke the previous record of $17.3
million set by the Class of 2013. This year’s football team will go
down as one of the best in the St. Joe’s history as they won an
incredible three state championships in a row and finished #1
in the Star Ledger two years in a row and as the best team in the
Northeast in 2013. The wrestling team won the district title for the
fourth consecutive year. Theatrically, they will be missed for their
voices and staging outstanding musicals, such as Fiddler on the
Roof. Four seniors will major in either Musical Theater or Acting
in college -- something which required them to audition and get
into said school for their grades and talent. This year marked the
7,000th graduate of Saint Joe’s, the student being Nick DeProspo.
The seniors enjoyed three events this past weekend that marked
their transition from students to alumni. Friday was the The Senior Awards Night, a night that celebrated all of the achievements
and contributions that the Class of 2014 has made for our school.
Saturday night was the Baccalaureate Mass, one final liturgy
before graduation and an opportunity for the seniors to celebrate
Mass with their families and classmates before graduation. All
who attended were in for a treat as the Mass was celebrated by
Father Larry Evans, who kept everyone engaged and entertained,

while still delivering a moving and emotional homily. Father Larry brought tears to the eyes of parents when he preached, saying
“The hardest moment you will have as parents will be looking for
your baby through the rear-view mirror.” He also brought joy and
laughter as he danced and sung along to the songs of the choir
and made sure all communal responses were enthusiastic and
loud. After the Mass, seniors picked up the Aegis 2014 (SJR’s yearbook) and had cake and snacks with their friends and family.
Commencement speaker Lt. General Ralph J. Jodice II ‘73 cited
Winston Churchill’s famous advice: “Never, never, in nothing
great or small, large or petty, never give in except to convictions of
honour and good sense.”
Several students earned awards like the Saint Joseph Medal. It was
awarded to Chris Farrell, who will attend Ithaca College in the
coming fall, for “being the member of the graduating class who
exemplifies to the highest degree all those personal traits that SJR
strives to develop in its students: loyalty, cooperation, leadership,
industry, and active Catholicity.”
Even though they will no longer come to school everyday, walk
the halls, or go to classes, the Class of 2014 will always carry a
piece of St. Joe’s with them on their journey. As Father Larry said
to the future graduates: “As long as there is breath in your body
this school’s tradition will carry on. Even if the bricks are no longer here, you will be the living representation of this school.”

This year’s graduates will join the
powerful alumni
network that is
already seven
thousand members
strong of men who
have completed
their Rite of Passage
from high schoolers to young men
looking to change
the world for the
better. Our graduates are all united
by three letters, and
those letters will
leave a permanent
impression of St.
Joseph’s faithfulness
and loyalty on the
world. For the powerful play goes on,
Photo by Greg DeBiasio ‘15 and SJR graduates
will all contribute a
Commencement speaker Lt. General Ralph J. Jodice II ‘73 addresses the Class of 2014
verse.
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Farewell

Shane O’Brien ‘14, Editor-in-Chief, on 2013-2014

Photo by Jeff Chimenti ‘15

(L to R): Chris Farrell ‘14, Shane O’ Brien ‘14, Chris O’ Byrne ‘14.

As the 2013-2014 academic year comes to a close, so must the
senior involvement in the various school clubs, sports, and activities. It is almost impossible to believe that I will no longer be a
student of St. Joseph Regional High School, but a proud alumnus.
It feels as if just yesterday I quietly shuffled into my first newspaper meeting. I had reluctantly agreed to get involved in the club
thanks to the constant scolding of my mother to “join things and
quit being lazy.” Throughout my high school career, my involvement with the newspaper increased to such a degree that just over
a year ago, I was asked to be the editor-in-chief of The Guardian.
There was such an abundance of improvements that had taken
place within the club in the year prior to my promotion; I knew it
was my job to continue the renovations and advancements.

This year, we have instituted a redefined and consistent layout that
is true to the spectacular writing done by our staff. We have also
perfected the online medium for both a means of transferring
information for the creation of paper and for the distribution.
I could not be more proud of our accomplishments as a group and
of the manner in which we have strived to do better with every
issue. I feel that through our efforts, we have captured both the
everyday Vir Fidelis and a snapshot of the accomplishments of this
year’s class and the daily life of our school.
On a more personal level, I could not be more thankful for the op-

portunities I have been given at the helm of our paper. In contrast
to the beginning of the year, I believe I am on an entirely different
level in terms of technical skill and communication abilities. I
would like to thank Mr. Donnelly for helming a school that allows
for this type of club and Mr. Mackie for giving me the leadership
and guidance I needed to really take this year’s paper and run
with it. I would also like to thank the entire Guardian staff for the
creation of the newspaper and for the students of St. Joe’s for continuing to provide us with newsworthy stories. I wish the Class of
2015 luck with the paper and all of its future endeavors.
		
Shane O’Brien
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The Burger Blog

The Fireplace: Solid Food, So-So Service
By Jack Battle ‘16

On our last stop for the Burger Tour, I took along some fellow
members of the newspaper crew and went to a restaurant called
The Fireplace on Route 17 in Paramus.
This restaurant has not only been serving lunch and dinner since
1956, but it also has an extensive breakfast menu as well. They
provide a lot of seating, due to two separate dining rooms on both
sides of the counter, each with their own topping bar that includes
onions, relish, pickles, and various sauces.
The menu is fairly extensive, with a wide variety of specialty
sandwiches, a list of chicken sandwiches, and many different
burgers. I ordered a chipotle burger, which was a ground beef
patty mixed with chipotle seasoning and regular fries. I also put
onions, relish, and ketchup on top. Everyone else ordered their
own type of bacon burger. John Henry DaSilva ‘16 ordered onion
rings, and Liam Glass ‘15 ordered Cajun fries.
The food came quickly, but the staff could have been a little
friendlier. I enjoyed my burger, but I felt it could have be slightly
better. The seasoning was not as spicy as I expected it to be, and
since I enjoy extremely spicy foods this slightly disappointed
me. Additionally, the bun was slightly too small for the size of
the patty, but it held all of my toppings really well. Everyone else
enjoyed their burgers a lot.
Overall, I would recommend The Fireplace to anyone with a
craving for a decent burger or looking for a wide range of fast
foods.
Over my many trips to different burger joints, I’ve formed
opinions on my favorite, and least favorite, places to eat great
food. But first, I would like to mention a few of the places that I

(L to R)Nick Caramico ‘15, Ryan Doran ‘15,
John Henry Da Silva ‘16, Jack Battle ‘16, Liam Glass ‘15,
and Jeff Chimenti ‘15 before the feast.

enjoyed quite a bit, but never made it to the SJR newspaper (from
favorite to least favorite): BoomBurger in both Rochelle Park and
Mahwah, Bobby’s Burger Palace in Paramus, East Coast Burger
in Ridgewood, and Blue Star Burgers in Tenafly. These places
had good quality burgers, each with their own unique style and
atmosphere, but unfortunately I did not have enough time to
write a review for them.

Now, for the moment you have all been waiting for! Hopefully you
have taken my advice so far on visiting these places, but if not, I
am going to tell you which ones are worth visiting again:

Rank
1

Restaurant
Shake Shack

2

Jackson Hole

3

White Manna

4

Five Guys

5

Smashburger

6

Steak n’ Shake

7

The Fire Place

Description
The combination
of great food and
a super friendly
staff made this
my favorite
restaurant.
It was very good
but just not the
best.
It is a classic
restaurant but
not as tasty as
the others.
The food was
good but it
didn’t fill me up.
It felt too much
like a chain
restaurant but
not as tasty as
the others.
This was one of
the friendliest
restaurants but
the food was
mediocre.
The food was
good, the staff
though could
have been better.

I hope you enjoyed reading my reviews on good burgers in the
area, and keep on reading next year for my reviews on pizzerias!
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Underclassmen Awards Night

Photo by Jeff Chimenti ‘15

Photo by Jeff Chimenti ‘15

Mr. Vreeland & Ryan
Karpovich ‘15;
Mr. Asselta & Dan
Costello ‘17;
Clockwise from top-left:
Mr. Donnelly & Patrick
Doherty ‘15;
Tom Hatton ‘15 accepts
an award from Mr.
Vreeland;

Photo by Jeff Chimenti ‘15

Photo by Jeff Chimenti ‘15
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Underclassmen Awards Night
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Photo by Jeff Chimenti ‘15

Clockwise from top: (L to R) juniors Brian McCann, Anthony
La Regina, Chris McCann, Thomas Murphy, Eric Baskayan,
Matt Casterella, Patrick Doherty, Will Rappa, Joe Anselmo &
Christopher Presti;
Oustanding freshman, junior & sophomore athletes (L to R):
Hunter Hayek, Joseph Giles-Harris & John Thomas
Giles-Harris;
Mr. Vreeland & Reggie Dormelas;
Photo by Jeff Chimenti ‘15

Photo by Jeff Chimenti ‘15

Antonio Sirianni (L), varsity golf MVP, & Stephen Chimenti.

Photo by Jeff Chimenti ‘15
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Senior Awards Night

Photo by Greg DeBiasio ‘15

Photo by Jeff Chimenti ‘15

Clockwise top-left: Brian Quinn
&
Mr. Vreeland;
backrow (L to R) Brendan
Wilson, Matt Schafran & Alex
Otero;
front row Matt Kerwin (L) &
Ryan Sweeney;
back row: Mr. Asselta & Joseph
Kohn;
front row: (L to R) Chris Farrell, Ian Castro, Evan Hoehn &
Louis Napolitano
Vincent Spoleti & Coach Salvano;
(L to R) Mark Fossati,
C. J. Fitzpatrick, Dominic Carfagno & Nicholas Haubner
Photo by Jeff Chimenti ‘15

Photo by Jeff Chimenti ‘15

Photo by Jeff Chimenti ‘15
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Baccalaureate Mass

Photo by Greg DeBiasio ‘15

Photo by Greg DeBiasio ‘15

Clockwise top-left:
Ryan Korn &
Father Larry Evans;
Chris Farrell offers
the senior-class
reflection;
Bryan Mejia (L)
and Allen
Marchioni;
(L to R) Marcello
Simone, Joe Kohn,
Brother Dunning
and Mr. Donnelly;
Father Larry Evans.
Photo by Jeff Chimenti ‘15

Photo by Greg DeBiasio ‘15

Photo by Greg DeBiasio ‘15
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Graduation 2014

Photo by Jeff Chimenti ‘15

Photo by Greg DeBiasio ‘15

Closkwise top-left:
senior class president
Eoin Rogers delivers
the opening prayer;
Devin Buonanno;
Mr. Donnelly &
Steven Schapiro;
Matt Bush (L) &
Devin Buonanno;
Dom Carfagno
displays the beauty
of technology with a
selfie;
Ian Castro.
Photo by Jeff Chimenti ‘15

Photo by Dominic Carfagno

Photo by Jeff Chimenti ‘15
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Photo by Jeff Chimenti ‘15

Counter-clockwise from top: back row
(L to R) - Bryan Mejia, Max Brungardt, Shane O’Brien, Chris
Farrell & Joe Sabbers; first row - Louis Napolitano (L) & Patrick Bermudez;
(L to R) Ryan Korn, Mark Fossati,
Michael Warren, Dominick Paiotti,
Isaias Quiroz & Michael Gallo;
(L to R) Evan Hoehn, Mark Matthews & Anthony Marzulla;
Photo by Jeff Chimenti ‘15

Photo by Jeff Chimenti ‘15

Austin Barber (L) & Lensdarly
Dieujuste.

Photo by Jeff Chimenti ‘15
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Football to Play Three Top-25 Teams this Fall
Malfa on Sports

the best in the state once again.”

July 14th – this date represents the first
time the Green Knights will take the field
as a team to begin working towards winning a 4th straight state championship and
a 3rd straight #1 ranking in the state of New
Jersey. A lot can change over the course
of a calendar year, and a lot has changed
in the program since the first day of camp
last season. There will be a number of
players receiving a lot more playing time this year than last year
with the loss of several key players to graduation, and for the first
time in a long time, you won’t hear Coach Karcich barking orders
in that familiar, strong, raspy voice of his. Instead, the orders will
be coming from the new head coach, Augie Hoffmann ’99.

“Leading a team is going to be a tough task, but it is a task I am
ready to take on and will handle well,” said Joe. “I have been
looking forward to this opportunity for a while now. I trust my
teammates, I know they have my back, and they know I have
theirs. I wouldn’t want to lead any other team.”

“Replacing a coach as great as Coach Karcich is a tough thing to
do but I’m ready for it. I will bring my own style to the table, but
I will definitely do a lot of the things he did because he obviously
had the recipe for success. That goes back to the old saying, ‘If it
ain’t broke, don’t fix it.’”

“I expect both of these games to be tough challenges,” said Hoffmann. “The McDonough game was setup mainly because I am
close with one of their coaches. We talk all the time, I knew they
had a good team, they finished 2nd behind DeMatha last year, and
thought it’d be a perfect way to open up the season. Both McDonough and St. Edward are very good teams, but St. Edward will
be the toughest of the two games. They play a style of football very
similar to ours. They have tough, hard-nosed kids and some bigtime D1 talent. We’ll be playing that game after an eight-hour bus
trip as if the game won’t be tough enough, but that’s no excuse.
These are two big games that I am really looking forward to – September can’t get here quickly enough.

With the new head man on the sideline comes a new look team
on the field. Coach Hoffmann is charged with the task of replacing several star seniors such as QB Spencer Aukamp (most decorated QB in school history), RB Sherman Alston (2,093 yards and
34 TDs rushing over the last two seasons), and, likely the biggest
loss of them all, LB/FB/K/P/HAS (heart and soul) Mark Fossati –
arguably the greatest player in the school’s history.
“There really is no way to fully replace the guys we lost, especially
Mark because he did it all, but it’s next man up and we have plenty
of guys ready to step up their game,” said Hoffmann. “At QB we
have three players who are more than capable of stepping in and
playing well in Jack Walsh ’15, Austin Bodrato ’16, and Kiernan
Hamilton ’17. I feel very comfortable at RB with Brian Kearns ’16,
Austin Triglia ’16, and John Thomas Giles-Harris ’16, who all saw
a lot of playing time and played well last season. In terms of his
role as a LB, Mark will be replaced by Joe Giles-Harris ’15. He is
a clear-cut D1 talent who will fill the hole left by Mark. We lost
some guys on the O-line and D-line, but there are a lot of good
players to choose from to plug those holes. There will be a lot of
competition come the first day of camp.”

The leadership of T.T. and Joe will be vital for the team’s success at
the start of the season, as they will open up with two tough tasks
on the road against McDonough in Maryland and St. Edward
in Ohio. St. Edward is the #7-ranked team in many pre-season
national polls. In Week 3, the Green Knights return home to play
St. Joe’s of Philadelphia, a team ranked as high as #17 nationally.
Later in the season, they take on traditional rivals Bergen Catholic
at home and Don Bosco, another Top-25 team, in Ramsey.

Zach Bazile, Non-Public State Champion

Football is the ultimate team sport, but every team has a core
group of players that drive the team.
“Everyone’s role is important, but any coach would be lying if he
said the success of the team doesn’t depend on a specific group of
guys,” said Hoffmann. “Those guys for us this year will be OT T.T.
Hatton ’15, OG Benson Israel ’15, LB Joe Giles-Harris, S Devin
Cividini ’15, WR R.J. Edwards ’15, and whoever the QB is.
The two unquestioned leaders of this year’s team will be T.T. Hatton and Joe Giles-Harris. This team is theirs, and they are ready to
lead.
“Ever since I made varsity as a freshman I’ve longed for the
opportunity to be a senior leader,” said T.T. “I am going to lead by
example and make sure everyone is ready to go. We’re going to be

Photo Courtesy of Zach Bazile ‘14

Zach Bazile ‘14, who will attend Ohio State on scholarship, won the Long & Triple Jumps at the Non-Public State
Championship and set school records of 24’ 1” and 46’ 4 &
1/2” at the Tournament of Champions Meet.
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A Rangers Fan: Lost between Euphoria and Despair

By Mr. Barry Donnelly ‘71

If you’ve been listening to Michael Kay and Don LaGreca on
ESPN radio during the Rangers’ playoff run, you know that they
have spent a number of hours dissecting Ranger fandom and its
inability to enjoy this year’s Cinderella trip to the Stanley Cup
finals.
Kay argues that Ranger fans are so pre-occupied with not losing
that they can’t take pleasure in winning. He even went so far as
to suggest that at the first sign of adversity, Ranger fans are all to
ready to curl up into a fetal position, pull the proverbial security
blanket up over their collective heads and shut off the TV.
For fans of a certain (old) age, this reaction is entirely understandable and well-earned.
In 1972, the Rangers assembled, arguably, their greatest team ever
and seemed poised to beat the rival Bruins until Jean Ratelle, who
scored 46 goals with 20 games left in the season, broke his ankle.
The Rangers lost to the Bruins in the finals in six games.
In 1979, the Rangers also advanced to the finals and beat Montreal 4-1 in Game 1. They were up 2-0 in Game 2, when the momentum suddenly shifted. They dropped that game 6-2, and three
games later, the Habs were Stanley Cup champs.
In 1992, the President Trophy-winning Rangers, up two games to
one and 3-1 in Game 4, seemed well on their way to disposing of
Mario Lemieux and the Penguins when Mike Richter whiffed on
Ron Francis’ shot from center ice and the Pens won in six.
Even when they won the Cup in 1994, the Rangers blew one-goal
leads three times in the final minute of play, losing twice and if
the Canucks’ Nathan Lafayette hadn’t ripped his shot off the post
in the closing minutes of Game 7, well, who knows if any Ranger
diehard could ever have watched another game again?
But younger fans have no reason for pessimism. The current
Rangers have shown remarkable resilience over the past couple
of years, winning five consecutive Game 7’s and coming back
this year from a three-game deficit against the Penguins. Far
from being afraid of losing, younger fans of the Rangers must be
confident to the point of arrogance. Just about everything has
gone right so far. So I think Michael Kay is simply a victim of his
age; for everyone under thirty who is just a little too young to fully
remember Leetch, Richter, Messier and the ‘94 Cup, perhaps this
is their time. I hope they enjoy it.
For the rest of us, well, every playoff run has its ups and downs,
but this year has been nearly unbearable. After Game 4 against
the Penguins, I was sure the Rangers were done. I sent my sons
a terse two-word email: “They’re toast.” Then came the magic of
games 5 through 7, and everything seemed possible again.
The Rangers beat the Canadiens 7-2 and 3-1 in Montreal, where
they never win, and I hear Michael Kay declared that the Rangers
“can’t possibly lose” the series. Except they do lose Game 3 and
get thoroughly out-played in Game 4 as it slips into overtime. I’m
watching the extra session absolutely certain they’re going to lose

Photo Courtesy of Mr. Donnelly

The Donnellys celebrate the 1994 Stanley Cup (L to R):
Chris ‘05, Mr. Donnelly ‘71, Scott ‘02 & Murphy.
until Martin St. Louis rips that shot, top corner, over Tokarski’s
shoulder, and suddenly I’m thinking “Stanley Cup finals” again.
Then came the horror show called Game 5 (a 7-4 loss which
rivaled Game 4 against Pittsburgh in its near perfect awfulness),
and all I can think of is how can they possibly recover from such a
terrible performance? And then they do: Lundy delivers the 1-0
shutout, the Rangers play a perfect third period, and I’m back on
the Stanley Cup Express.
So the roller coaster ride has one more hill to climb. A rational
fan (if he exists) would take this week’s Stanley Cup hysteria in
stride. The Rangers are clearly “playing with house money” now.
No one expected them to get this far.
But now that we’re here, all I can think of is “WE WANT THE
CUP!” The Rangers have only raised Lord Stanley’s chalice once
in the past 74 years. Chances like this only come once or twice in
a lifetime.
Let the younger generation talk about “enjoying” the finals. Me,
I’ll be peering cautiously from underneath that security blanket
Kay was talking about, involuntarily curling up into a fetal position every time the slightest thing goes wrong.
I’ll have my fun when King Henry and the Blueshirts finally hoist
the Cup!
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Sports
Baseball North Sectional Champs after 4-0 Win over BC
By Jimmy Dronzek ‘17

SJR won the Non-Public North Sectional “A” Championship with
a 4-0 win against Bergen Catholic Wednesday. The Green Knights,
who are 24-5-1, play St. John Vianney (Holmdel) Saturday for the
non-public “A” state championship
Going into the season most people thought the loss of Rob
Kaminsky ’13 would be difficult to overcome; however, this team
battled through every game and came out on top a lot more often
than not. Some highlights of the season were Coach Salvano’s
600th win and the breakout of young stars such as Devin Ortiz ’17
and Austin Bodrato ’16.
“It’s definitely an exciting time of year,” said
Ortiz. “Though it’s depressing that seniors are
leaving shortly and our playing time together
will soon be over, we are all glad to be finishing the season with an excellent record and
more good times are ahead of us.”

lead back going up 3-1; however, the Knights were able to breathe
a sigh of relief after rain ended the game and meant the two teams
would start again on Wednesday (6/4).
The Green Knights took full advantage of the reprieve. Ortiz and
Toepert quickly drove in two runs, and it was all over from there.
Senior Mike Warren pitched phenomenally, shutting Bergen out
to win the North Non-Public A state championship 4-0.

“I was happy to have this opportunity to make up for my performance against Don Bosco, so I just pitched my best stuff and
hoped for the best,” said Warren, whose performance gave SJR the
title of “State Champions.”

Starting at 2nd Base for the
Atlanta Braves: Tommy La Stella ‘07

On May 24, the Green Knights played Indian
Hills in the semi-finals of the county tournament looking to return to and win the
championship for a 2nd-straight season. SJR
sent Bodrato to the mound. As he had done
all tournament long, Bodrato delivered, only
allowing one run as SJR put up four runs to
win.
“Just going out there and being able to show
the county what I am made of feels so great,”
said Bodrato.
The Knights then played Don Bosco in the final the next day; unfortunately, they were not
able to come out on top, losing the game 7-1.
After the loss, Coach Salvano said, “You
cannot expect to win them all. Don Bosco
played better and putting runs on the board
wins you games.”
It was tough to see them go down after
playing so great in the tournament, but sights
were set on winning a state championship,
where they had a bye in the first round.
In the second round of the state tournament,
SJR rolled over Union Catholic 8-2, getting
two RBIs each out of Isias Quiroz, Joe Toepert, Ortiz, and Dom Paiotti. Ortiz pitched a
complete game, which sent the Knights to
the quarterfinals. In the quarterfinals, the
Knights defeated Saint Peter’s Prep 5-3 in a
come-from-behind win, clinching a spot in
the finals against Bergen Catholic.
Tuesday (6/3), the Crusaders took an early
1-0 lead on Ortiz. After SJR tied it 1-1 when
Bodrato scored on a wild pitch, BC took the

Tommy La Stella ‘07 turning a double play for the Atlanta Braves against the
Florida Marlins on Saturday, May 31st. La Stella currently has a .409 average
with nine hits in 22 at-bats in seven games and a .458 on-base percenrage. La
Stella has walked twice and scored twice. The former St. Joe’s standout collected
his first hit in his debut against the Boston Red Sox on May 28th against John
Lackey and his first RBI on May 31st against Arquimedes Caminero of the
Florida Marlins. La Stella was drafted by the Braves in the 8th round of the 2011
MLB Draft and replaced Dan Uggla at second base for the Braves.

