ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: A STUDENT’S GUIDE
Academic integrity is the cornerstone of Online learning.
What is academic integrity?
As members of an academic community, students and faculty have the responsibility to foster and maintain
Academic Honesty. Academic dishonesty is a serious violation of the trust upon which an academic community
depends. Academic integrity means that all work you submit is created by you and is an original representation of
your work. It means that what you submit as your work is your work.
Why is academic integrity important?
When you submit an assignment that is not your own original work, you represent something incorrectly. There
are two issues involved:
1.) You are earning credit for learning material for which you have not demonstrated mastery.
2.) You may be violating the law.
What are some examples of academic integrity violations?
There are two kinds of academic integrity violations. One is “plagiarism” and the other is “cheating.”
Plagiarism/Copying- The definition of plagiarize is “to steal or pass off (the ideas or words of another) as one’s
own without crediting the source” (Webster’s 877). In addition, any unauthorized collaboration, working with or
receiving help from others on graded assignments without the specific approval of the instructor, is considered
cheating. More specifically, copying from another student’s assignment or letting someone copy your assignment
(whether it is word-for-word or partially copied) is a violation of MUHSD and California Ed Code 48900.
Some examples are, but not limited to the following:
Copying and pasting a report from the Internet and representing it as your own work
Copying any other work and not properly citing authorship
Cheating
Two definitions are particularly relevant in online learning:
To influence or lead by deceit, fraud or trickery,
To violate rules dishonestly <cheat at cards> <cheating on a test>
Some examples are, but not limited to the following:
Providing questions/answers/ works to another student
Receiving questions/answers/work from another student
What will happen to me if I plagiarize or cheat?
A variety of consequences may be administered when you are caught cheating or plagiarizing. These consequences
range from resubmission of an assignment up to the loss of opportunity to participate in on-line coursework
through MUHSD.

Adapted from Academic Integrity: The FLVS Non-Negotiable

I understand the expectations of academic integrity and that there may be consequences if I violate
them while participating on the MUHSD online course.
________________________________________________
Student Name

____________________
Date

